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of public money for education were made to
" two societies, the National and the British
and Foreign, which had been conducting
primary schools and later on were to conduct
training colleges for teachers, the former in
connection with the national Church, the
latter on an undenominational and Biblical
basis "x : nor is it irrelevant to add that the
great majority of the public schools are
deliberately founded on a religious basis, and
the central position which their chapels hold
in their buildings is symbolical of a religious
history and a religious purpose, while the place
of retirement for their Headmasters has com-
monly been a Cathedral Close. What will
happen to the lay Headmasters of to-day,
has yet to be determined !
Truly the Church has dominated our
educational history. To-day that position of
domination is challenged: but before we
consider the nature of that challenge, and its
effect upon the teaching function of the Church,
we must briefly note one characteristic of its
teaching function in the past. The teaching
which the Church has given has never been >
1 Op. cit.